Apart from cystic degeneration in myomata and cystic dilatation of cervical mucous glands, a cyst of the uterus is a comparative rarity. The specimen shown was taken from a patient aged 28, para-l, who complained of daily spotting for three months following an alleged abortion. The bulky uterus was curetted and a tumour located having the appearance of a submucous myoma about 3 in. diameter. Urine was sent for bioi logical assay in case a chorionic carcinoma was present and at laparotomy soon afterwards the tumour was found to be cystic. Local excision was difficult and himorrhagic and the right fallopian tube was damaged. The cyst was opened ( Fig. 1) and found to be an unruptured ectopic pregnancy that had developed in the interstitial part of the right tube and had undergone cystic molar degeneration. The patient made a good recovery and soon resumed normal periods. The pregnancy test was reported as negative despite the presence of much chorionic tissue in the wall of the cyst. It is presumed that the _ activity of this had been sufficient to suppress the menstrual cycle for the L previous three months. FIG I wish to comment upon three aspects of this condition in which current opinion might seem to be misleading: (1) That this malignant growth is extremely rare. (2) That preoperative diagnosis is seldom possible. (3) That the poor prognosis is due to early local spread in the pelvis.
(1) Although only 100 cases were collected in 1910 and a mere 450 in 1947, I have myself operated upon 3 cases in the course of about 600.hysterectomies in five years. These cases are now reported.
(2) Regarding diagnosis, it was made in only the first of these cases owing to the associated pathology in the other 2. The first patient was aged 40 and her only pregnancy had ended in abortion. She complained of intermittent yellow discharge and on examination a jet of bright yellow fluid was seen to emerge from the external os. A. fixed swelling was. palpable in the left fornix. At operation there was bilateral hydrosalpinx with an early carcinoma in the isthmus of the left tube.
The second patient, aged 65, para-3, had postmenopausal bleeding. A large submucous.
i-1~~~~M L FIG. 1. myoma was found at curetting and this concealed the graver pathology, for laparotomy showed an early carcinoma in the ampulla of the right tube (Fig. 1 ).
